In the unusual case presented here a massive oesophageal tear occurred in the thoracic part of the oesophagus and resulted in a most striking radiograph showing the gastric balloon of the Sengstaken-Blakemore tube inflated in the right hemithorax ( figure) .
Chest radiographs should be taken following the Sengstaken-Blakemore tube insertion to ascertain the correct position before inflation of the gastric balloon. Further chest radiographs taken after the gastric balloon is inflated are essential to detect dislocation into the oesophagus.
The probable mechanism and the underlying pathology of the oesophageal perforation are discussed.
